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My Week at Eugene Yacht Club's Sail School
by Eckhard Koehler
 

Being new to sailing, and of modest means, I hunted
around this spring for educational sailing programs that
could help me get on the water quickly, so I could enjoy
what hoped to be a summer of fun on a sailboat.  Eugene
Yacht Club’s sailing school was on my radar because
their info was easy to find, it is held early in the
summer, has camping facilities with showers that help
reduce cost, is in Oregon, has a big sailing culture, and
has a multitude of classes such as “Big Boats,” “Day
Sailers,” Catamaran sailing, women’s sailing, and

sessions specific to Zuma, Thistle and Laser classes.  Also being a week-long immersion
class I felt I could gather enough info to become more proficient with less effort spent
attending other multi-weekend classes held further away. Truthfully, I got much more than
I had hoped for!

Taking the “Big Boat” Class, I was in a group of 11 adults, split between two Santana 2023
boats owned and Captained by John Ward and Jim Martinez.  Over the 5 day course, we
covered the basics from the American Sailing Association 101, 103, and 104 courses. Often
the light wind mornings were spent talking, drawing on the white board, or reviewing
instructional materials and hard goods, while the afternoons provided time on the water.
When the wind was great, we had a difficult time not spending all day on the boats; when
the weather was foul, our instructors had indoor challenges to entertain us with. The first
day John and Jim took inventory of our basic sailing understanding by covering the ground
work that would allow them to turn over their boats to us.  They stood near at hand while
they divided us into roles that would allow teamwork drills on each boat while we
maneuvered through each point of sail. After completing that successfully, we switched
roles and repeated the drills until we each had an opportunity at helm, main sheet, jib
sheet, look out, and crew. Timing could not have worked out better as the following day we
had bigger wind and we sailed around the lake, between small islands, in and out of coves
that we anchored in for lunch, all while Captain Jim stood at the bow pointing the way and
throwing scenarios at us to keep us actively engaged.

Evenings at the EYC had plenty of other activities.  Movies, games, down time, dinner, and
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course review was a nightly standard, some nights had an extra special activity.  Tuesday
night had the lake’s beer can race, and being jazzed on sailing I couldn’t say no. An out and
back race around three buoys was shockingly exciting especially around the first pin.  A
skipper had too much heel on his boat causing it to round up.  As a catamaran slid into
him, my eyes popped, and we stayed well outside to avoid the pile up. Great experience for
me to see/navigate around the sharks and the blood in the water (metaphorically speaking)
and the casual sailors.  Wednesday night had another thrill.  All participants were
welcomed to build their own juice box sailboat and race them in the “Gutter Races”.  Staff
took two rain gutters, filled them with water, and due to light winds I got to man the mini
leaf blower to create wind. It has been a long time since I have cheered and laughed that
much.  The excitement from the kids to see their friends' boats go had me in an uproar.
Just being around that joy and excitement made being at Sail School worth it.  Happy
children creating, cheering, and celebrating brings so much pleasure to everyone involved.
I can’t express how touching it was. Thursday brought on another race night, but this time
is was the Thistle fleet, Santana 20 fleet, and Wavelength 24 fleet out of the EYC.  Officials
created a start line, timed us, and took some great photos of the night. The EYC had a sign
up sheet as many captains had agreed to take 1-2 students out to race that night. The
particular boat I was on did not have a regular crew, so the Captain Mark Forrest, another
student, and I got to race her. We didn’t get first and were weren’t last, which was great
considering two of us had never flown a spinnaker before. Our captain taught us some race
strategy, timing of the horn and start line and was brave enough to leave us at the helm
while he put up and took down the spinnaker.

Sail School’s biggest success was getting, boys and girls, 10 years old and up, some of whom
had never sailed, on a boat and solo sailing in two days.  Watching them sail in circles,
capsize their boats, be rescued or self-rescue was astonishing. Fearlessly taking to the water
each day to be among friends while soloing boats is a freedom and joy I hope many of them
will continue to cultivate.  I suggest to anyone who may have kids, want to help kids, or has
a desire to learn about sailing, to participate in the Eugene Yacht Club’s Sail School.

A huge thank you to the Eugene Yacht Club, their volunteers, staff, grounds, supporters,
and current/past members who have all been a part of keeping the sailing culture alive
while passing it forward to newer and younger generations.  The accomplishment of Sail
School is a pinnacle of success in their and any yacht club’s future.



The author (far right) gets some on-the-water experience during Eugene Yacht Club's

2019 Sail School.





Nearby Regattas

Water at Howard Prairie may be low, but our sister clubs around the region will be
conducting the events listed below (as always, check individual club or event websites to
confirm details).  RYC members are encouraged to participate in these events, and Dick
Barbara has volunteered to coordinate an RYC squadron if interest demands.  Contact Dick
at wingnwing@charter.net if you're interested in any of these.
 

Redwood Regatta Humboldt Yacht Club (Big Lagoon, CA), August 31-September 1
Harvest Day Regatta Eugene Yacht Club, September 7-8

Water Level Resources

Here's a list of  various online lake level reporting sites and other resources.

Bureau of Reclamation page on Howard Prairie Lake levels by acre-feet.
Bureau of Reclamation page on Howard Prairie Lake levels by elevation.

Wednesday Night Cruising at Emigrant Lake

An intrepid group of RYC small-boat sailors has been enjoying casual Wednesday-night
sails at Emigrant Lake.  All members are welcome to join; email Jane Anderson at
jane@washdish.com if you'd like to be included in the mailing list.  Below are some photos
from the first two sails, on July 31 and August 7.
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Don't forget about the Sunfish!

Even when Howard Prairie Lake is low, the Club's
fleet of Sunfish are sailable and free to
members!  The purchase of a new dolly (pictured)
will make them even easier to launch and
retrieve.  

To sail one of the Club's Sunfish, you must be an
RYC member,
participated in
a short orientation, and able to sign a self-
certification form attesting to your ability to safely
sail the boats.  The next orientation will be July
27 but please contact rogueyachtclub@gmail.com
if you would like to schedule an orientation
earlier.  

How to Join RYC

A hearty welcome to new Tell Tales readers - we hope you will consider becoming a
member of the Rogue Yacht Club and participating in the 2019 season events listed below! 
To join, please visit the Becoming a Member page of our website and complete the
membership application.  Please contact rogueyachtclub@gmail.com with any questions
about membership.

2019 Dues are Due!

Members and would-be members are encouraged to pay 2019 dues, now $120. Dues are a
major component of keeping the Club solvent - our insurance bill alone is over $3,000 per
year and every dollar helps.  Your dues payment, as well as contributions to fundraisers like
the Salmon Bake moorage raffle and Regatta registrations help keep the Club's programs
running.  If you haven't already, please pay your dues today!

Dues may be paid by mailing a check to the attention of Cindy Warwick at PO Box 723,
Medford, OR 97501.  

Please Share Your Skills & Update Your Member Information

The RYC Board is compiling an updated Member Directory and a Skills Database  -
and we want you to be a part of it!  

Please fill out a quick survey, here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FJKQ5XW, to
ensure that we have your up to date contact information and boat information.  If you
would prefer a paper survey, please reach out to rogueyachtclub@gmail.com.

In addition, the survey allows you to indicate what boat-related skills you would like
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to share with other Club members - and what you'd like to know more about.  We
hope to make it easier for Club members to connect  and share know-how outside of
Club events.

Howard Prairie Marina Update

The long-awaited project to replace and relocate the
marina docks at Howard Prairie Lake is inching
forward; as many know, this project would build new
steel and concrete docks in deeper water just off the
marina's "A" parking lot, allowing for use even in low-
water years, greater accessibility and functionality, and
higher capacity.  A flyer created by Jackson County
Parks which summarizes the project is available here,
and RYC Commodore Mark Warwick was quoted in a

recent Medford Mail Tribune article about the project.

The project's cost is estimated at $5.6 million, and approximately 58% of the funding has
been secured or has known sources.  That leaves $2.35 million still to raise, which Jackson
County Parks hopes to do through sources including the State of Oregon.  This is where we
come in - RYC members are asked and encouraged to write to state legislators to help make
the case for funding this project, which is important not just for sailors and boaters at
Howard Prairie, but the entire region's outdoor recreation and tourism sectors.  

Recent positive news includes an Oregon State Marine Board grant of $442,000.  Other
state funding did not materialize in this year's legislative session, but could come back in a
future session.  RYC members are encouraged to voice their support for the project with
Jackson County commissioners and state legislators, and to watch this space for more
information as it becomes available.
 

Boat (& More) Brokerage

Brokerage listings are available to current Club members at no charge.  Please
email rogueyachtclub@gmail.com to place your listing.  

Yamaha T9.9/F9.9 Outboard Manual

Dick Barbara has unearthed a shop manual for a
Yamaha T9.9/F9.9 high thrust outboard motor.  This
book is free to a good home; contact
wingnwing@charter.net.

Ericson 23 Mk II
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Parker Heiner is selling a 1976 Ericson 23 Mk II, with
trailer.  This craft includes a three sails, shoal keel and
centerboard, Evinrude 6hp outboard, depth finder,
house battery & solar charger, and much more. 
Upgrades include Lewmar 16 self-tailing winches and
new cabin upholstery.  Asking $3,999.  Visit Parker's
Craigslist ad here or contact him for more information
at parker.heiner@gmail.com.

Santana 20

John Spillman is selling his 1985 WD Schock Santana
20, "Hog Wild".  This beautiful craft is in excellent
condition both inside and out.  It has never been stored
in water so the original gel coat shines like new.  The
boat has been meticulously maintained by all three of
her owners.

Standing and
running rigging is in great shape. Tiller and rudder stem
were rebuilt and provide precise steerage.  She is very
fast, agile and has won many trophies over the years. 
The Santana 20 is also a super fun boat for day sailing
with friends or even camping for a night or two. 
Original cushions for all four bunks are in perfect shape
so you can sleep in comfort.  Great boat for a family with
kids.  Includes a total of seven sails (both a race set and
a cruising/practice set), Calkins boat trailer with
launching strap and wheel, an electric trolling motor with detachable motor mount and
deep cycle battery, crane hoisting strap and hardware, and more.  Asking $4,800; please
send inquiries to: volspill@gmail.com.  John's Craigslist ad can be viewed here.

Weta Trimaran

Jim Gurley is selling his 2010 Weta Trimaran, a fast and fun small multi-hull.  Hulls and
sails (mainsail and gennaker) are in great condition, and the boat comes with a beach dolly
for easy single-handed launching.  Learn more about Wetas at this
website:www.wetamarine.com; and contact Jim for more information or to schedule a
viewing at jjgurley@gmail.com.

Catalina 25 - Updated Listing!

Club members may be familiar with Bill and Sheila
Horton's "50 feet of Catalina 25" - a.k.a. two Catalina
25s.  Bill is keeping one of these craft - Marea - but the
other is for sale.   Asking price is $6,000.  Contact Dick
Barbara at wingnwing@charter.net or 541-324-4895 for
more information or to arrange a showing.
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Board Meeting Minutes - June 2019

The Board of Directors met on May 30 at the home of Mark & Cindy Warwick.  Click here
to read the minutes from the meeting.

Upcoming Board Meetings
 

August 21, 2019, 6:00 p.m.
Medford Public Library

Tell Tales is published as the newsletter of the Rogue Yacht Club approximately each month as an
information source for members and interested parties.  Submissions, questions, or comments may

be sent to rogueyachtclub@gmail.com.

2019 Rogue Yacht Club Board of Directors
Mark Warwick, Commodore / John Spillman, Vice Commodore / Peter Cipes, Past Commodore

Laura Hergenrader, Secretary / Cindy Warwick, Treasurer
Ted DeLong, Trustee / Mark Spitaleri, Trustee
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